
Name __________________________

Main Idea & Details
Directions:  Read the following paragraph. Determine the main idea and write it beside the cone.  
Identify the three most important details and write them beside the scoops of ice cream.

Thunderstorms are dangerous. Every thunderstorm contains light-
ning, and lightning kills more people each year than tornadoes or 
hurricanes! Do you know what to do to remain safe during a thunder-
storm? First, go inside a sturdy building or a vehicle and close the 
windows. Furthermore, the National Weather Service recommends that 
you stay inside for at least thirty minutes after the last rumble of 
thunder is heard. Do not use telephones or electrical equipment. Avoid 
taking showers or baths. If you are unable to get safely inside a building, 
avoid taking cover beneath tall, isolated trees. Also avoid water, high 
ground, and metal objects. Knowing what to do (and what not to do) 
during a thunderstorm could save your life.
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Information found on the Red Cross website:  www.redcross.org



Name __________________________

Main Idea & Details
Directions:  Read the following paragraph. Determine the main idea and write it beside the cone.  
Identify the three most important details and write them beside the scoops of ice cream.

An average bee hive consists of about 20,000 bees. Within 
the colony, there are three types of bees each with its own 
important job. There is only one queen bee in the hive, and her 
only job is to fill the hive with eggs. A queen will lay about 1,500 
eggs a day. Male bees are called drones. Their only job is to 
mate with the queen. Worker bees, on the other hand, are 
extremely busy. They are female bees that lay no eggs. Worker 
bees tend the hive by taking care of the babies, building honey-
combs, and keeping the hive cool. Some worker bees also leave 
the hive to go collect nectar and pollen.    
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Thunderstorms are dangerous. Every thunderstorm contains light-
ning, and lightning kills more people each year than tornadoes or 
hurricanes! Do you know what to do to remain safe during a thunder-
storm? First, go inside a sturdy building or a vehicle and close the 
windows. Furthermore, the National Weather Service recommends that 
you stay inside for at least thirty minutes after the last rumble of 
thunder is heard. Do not use telephones or electrical equipment. Avoid 
taking showers or running water. If you are unable to get safely inside a 
building, avoid taking cover beneath tall, isolated trees. Also avoid water, 
high ground, and metal objects. Knowing what to do (and what not to do) 
during a thunderstorm could save your life.
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There are certain actions you need 
to take to stay safe in a 
thunderstorm.

Stay inside a sturdy building or 
vehicle.

Do not use telephones, electrical 
equipment, or run water.

If you are outside, avoid tall trees, 
water, and metal objects.
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There are three types of bees in a 
hive, and each has an important job 
to do.

One queen fills the hive with eggs.

Drones mate with the queen.

Worker bees tend the hive and 
collect pollen.



Like the cone. It is the 
The main idea is

main thing that holds 
The details in place.

The Details are like 
The scoops of ice

Cream. They support
The main idea.
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Check out my blog post where I explain how I 
use these materials in my classroom:

http://crafting-connections.blogspot.com/2014/09/anchors-
away-monday-9222014-main-idea.html



Feel free to check out some of my other main idea activities!

(The materials shown are available in a bundle, or they can 
be purchased individually.)


